WASHINGTON STATE ONE-TIME MANDATORY REPORT

ON BALLAST WATER MANAGEMENT 

Applicability

Washington State is taking steps to phase out the discharge of high-risk un-exchanged ballast into state waters. The International Maritime Organization and the United States Government are developing laws that will further reduce this risk by phasing out ballast exchange and requiring that all vessels treat their ballast to a specified standard. The Washington State Ballast Water Law [RCW 77.120.030 (4)] states that after July 1, 2007 commercial vessels over 300 gross tons that enter Washington waters will be prohibited from discharging ballast water that has not undergone an open ocean exchange or alternative treatment. Vessels will no longer be able to discharge un-exchanged waters under the safety exemptions to the ballast water exchange program.  

The law also requires vessel owner/operators to file a mandatory one-time interim report that describes how vessel operators are planning to comply with the upcoming changes in Washington State law. Operators of vessels that currently call on Washington Ports must file this report no later than July 1, 2006.  Operators of vessels that do not currently trade in Washington, but that do so after July 1, 2006 must file this one time report at least 24 hours in advance of the vessels arrival. Vessels may begin filing these reports immediately, using the attached form. This report does not replace or affect in any way the Federal and State requirement for submitting a Ballast Water Reporting Form prior to each arrival.  

Penalty for Non-Compliance

Vessels that trade in Washington State waters between July 1, 2006 and July 1, 2007 must have an Interim Ballast Water Management Report on file with Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) and have a copy on-board the vessel. Noncompliance with this law may result in up to a $500.00 fine.

Ballast Management Options in Washington State


Instructions

The attached form may be opened on any computer using Adobe Acrobat Reader, which is available free online.  One form may be used for several vessels, as long as the information in Section 3 of the report describing how your vessels will comply with the updated laws is the same for all of them.  If you operate different classes of vessels that will use different options, list each class separately. 

Section 1. Owner/Operator.  Fill in the name, address, and phone number of the registered owner(s) of the vessels listed on the form.  The Responsible Party information section should contain the name and contact information of the person responsible for administering the management plan in Section 3.  This is also the party who is legally responsible for paying fines 

Incurred by a vessel. 

Section 2. Fleet Information. Fill in the names of all of your vessels that will be using the method of ballast management described in Section 3 of the form. For example: all vessels that will continue to use open ocean exchange or retain ballast on board go on one form, those that will use an alternative treatment would go on another form.  Complete all of the required information; including whether the vessel is an existing vessel currently in operation, or a new vessel that is not yet in operation, the IMO #, vessel type, Gross Tonnage, and total ballast water capacity. 

Section 3.  Ballast Management Compliance Plan.  

a) Check yes or no to indicate if your management plan includes vessels retaining ballast on board when in Washington waters.            

b) Check yes or no to indicate whether your management plan includes the discharge of water that originated solely in “local” waters. 

c) Check yes or no to indicate whether the management plan includes open ocean exchange. 
d) Describe how your vessels will manage their ballast in Washington state if they are unable to conduct safe exchanges at sea. For example; will they retain ballast on board, or use some form of treatment. 
e) Check yes or no to indicate whether your management plan includes using some for of ballast water treatment.  IF YOU CHECK YES, PLEASE FILL OUT THE REMAINING SECTIONS OF THE FORM (f – k). 
PLEASE NOTE:  This form contains a “submit by email” button on the bottom right corner. When the form is completely filled out, click on this button to email a data file containing the information you provided directly to Washington State’s ballast authority.  You will receive an email confirming that the data has been received within one or two business days.  You cannot save a completed copy of this form with Adobe Reader, it must be sent immediately upon completion.  If you require a copy for your files click on the “print form” key before you submit the form by email. 

When you click on the submit button, a window will appear asking you to indicate which email option best describes on how you send your emails.  Select the one that best describes your email server and click OK.  Another window will open giving you another opportunity to print the form prior to sending.  Click the print button if you have not already done so, and then submit your data. 

If you have any questions contact: Pamala Meacham at (360) 902-2741 or email <ballastwater.wa.gov>
Prior to July 1, 2007





Retain ballast on board


Discharge only waters taken up in Washington state, the Columbia River system, or the internal waters of British Columbia south of latitude 50( N including the Straits of Georgia and Juan de Fuca 


Exchange Ballast


Treat Ballast


Discharge ballast that has not been exchanged by declaring a safety exemption











After July 1, 2007





Retain ballast on board


Discharge only waters taken up in Washington state, the Columbia River system, or the internal waters of British Columbia south of latitude 50( N including the Straits of Georgia and Juan de Fuca 


Exchange Ballast


Treat Ballast


Vessels that discharge ballast that has not been exchanged or treated may be subject to a $5,000 fine. 











